
 

 
 
 
December 16, 2025 
 
AACC Committee on Directors and Membership Services 
c/o Tammy Reichelt 
1 Dupont Circle NW, Ste 700 
Washington, DC 20036 
 
As you consider voting in the upcoming AACC Board elections, I urge you to add Dr. Kevin G. Walthers to 
your ballot. As the superintendent/president of Allan Hancock College in Santa Maria, Dr. Walthers is 
the ninth-longest serving CEO in the California Community College System (a system with 145 CEOs). 
During his tenure he has shown extraordinary leadership as a member of the Community College League 
of California Board and as the current chair of the California Community College Athletic Association. 
  
Dr. Walthers’ role in the state has been significant, particularly during a time of crisis when our system 
lost faith in our regional accreditor, ACCJC. As a young CEO, Dr. Walthers was asked to lead a committee 
on restoring the relationship between our member colleges and the accreditor. The outcome of that 
work led to a substantial change in the way ACCJC approached accreditation. No longer would ACCJC be 
a punitive agency, but rather a collaborative partner that balanced accountability with collegiality. 
  
Today, Dr. Walthers provides a voice of leadership in supporting students. His ability to advocate for the 
students in his region recently led to a historic partnership with the California State University System. 
After two decades of effort, Allan Hancock College finalized a permanent program that will bring five 
CSU degrees to northern Santa Barbara County, a higher education desert. By the fall of 2030 Cal Poly – 
San Luis Obispo will offer four baccalaureate degrees on the Santa Maria Campus while Cal State 
Channel Islands will provide a hybrid nursing program. These are in addition to partnerships with 
neighbors Cuesta College and Santa Barbara City College who have joined in a regional alliance to 
support students across two very large, rural counties. 
  
I am happy to recommend Dr. Walthers for the AACC Board. He will certainly be a positive addition to 
our national organization.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Brian King, Chancellor 
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December 16, 2025 

AACC Committee on Directors and Membership Services
c/o Tammy Reichelt
1 Dupont Circle NW, Ste 700
Washington, DC 20036ng Committee 

Dear Nominating Committee: 

It is my pleasure to endorse Dr. Kevin G. Walthers for the American Association of 
Community Colleges (AACC) Board. I have known Dr. Walthers from the time he arrived 
in California some 15 years ago. He is a consistent statewide leader who is well known 
for his commitment to student success and collegial development. We have stayed in 
touch since I left the state, and I have watched as he became a leader in the California 
Community College System. 

Dr. Walthers has been very active as a participant in AACC events, including 
presentations at the Workforce Development Institute. His passion shows through in his 
writing. His monthly opinion pieces, focused on the role of Allan Hancock College, are 
regularly featured in newspapers throughout California. Through these columns, Dr. 
Walthers conveys to his community the importance of affordability, completion, and 
the importance of collaboration. 

It is clear that having Dr. Walthers on the AACC board will help our national organization 
be more effective in advocacy while expanding our ability to tell the community college 
story. 

Sincerely, 

Pam Y. Eddinger 
President 
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December 11, 2025 

Dear Committee: 

It’s my pleasure to offer an endorsement for Dr. Kevin G. Walthers to serve on 
the board of the American Association of Community Colleges. Dr. Walthers 
has been a consistent leader in the California Community College system for 
the past 15 years, including the last 13 at Allan Hancock College in Santa 
Maria. 

Dr. Walthers was the CEO regional representative for the Community College 
League of California when I arrived at Hartnell College. This gave me a 
firsthand view of his leadership abilities and his commitment to the students 
not only at his college, but throughout the region. 

The hallmark of Dr. Walthers’ leadership in our region was the development of 
a collaborative network for an area that stretched from the northern part of 
Los Angeles County all the way to Monterey County. The geographical 
distance often made for a lack of cohesion, but through the use of 
videoconferencing, chat groups, and individual text messages, it felt like we 
are all neighbors. 

I am confident Dr. Walthers’ collaborative spirit will enhance the work of the 
AACC board and he has my strong endorsement as a former board member. 

Sincerely, 

Michael Gutierrez 
Superintendent/President 

AACC Committee on Directors and Membership 
Services
c/o Tammy Reichelt
1 Dupont Circle NW, Ste 700
Washington, DC 20036



 
Ricky Shabazz, Ed.D.  

President 

 

AACC Committee on Directors and Membership Services  
c/o Tammy Reichelt  
1 Dupont Circle NW, Ste 700  
Washington, DC 20036 

December 12, 2025 

It is with great excitement and honor that I write this letter of support for Dr. Kevin Walthers to join the 
board of AACC. I have been very fortunate to call Dr. Walthers my friend and colleague for my entire 
CEO career. Dr. Walthers serves as a mentor for many college presidents as we learn to navigate the 
leadership landscape.  

Dr. Walthers leads Allan Hancock College, a minority and Hispanic serving institution in northern Santa 
Barbara County. Allan Hancock College’s students are predominantly Latino, first-generation students 
who are often the children of farm workers and laborers in his region. This unique student population 
often believed college is out of reach for them – that is until Dr. Walthers made it his mission to build a 
college going culture in the region. 

Working with local donors and businesses, Dr. Walthers built an endowment that ensures every high 
school student in the region can attend college for two years, tuition free! Students and families have 
embraced the opportunity and today almost half of all high school graduates in the area make Hancock 
College their first choice. 

On a statewide level, Dr. Walthers is a leader who serves on several boards and mentors many of the 
state’s leaders. He was a founding member of the Veteran’s Caucus, and his college is a financial 
supporter for organizations that support Black, Latino, and AAPI students and professionals across the 
nation. 

Dr. Walthers will be an amazing member on the AACC board, and I whole-heartedly endorse his 
candidacy. 

Sincerely, 

Ricky Shabazz 

President 

San Diego City College 




