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AACC VFA-PDP Transition Workflow

AACC is excited to enter a partnership with the National Student Clearinghouse (NSC) to
collect and display Voluntary Framework of Accountability data. This document will
describe the process for Voluntary Framework of Accountability (VFA) participants to
transition the Postsecondary Data Partnership (PDP) as a VFA participantin the PDP. There
are two key organizations that will help with this process:

1. The American Association of Community Colleges (AACC) will serve as the
primary organization for VFA in the PDP

2. National Student Clearinghouse (NSC) is the organization that maintains and
manages all aspects of the PDP

Colleges that participated in the VFA in the 2024 collection cycle are encouraged to begin
the process of making the transition as early as possible, as there will be some work
involved in creating and importing the PDP data files.

The PDP relies on the import of two file types—Cohort File (all students in the designated
cohort) and Course file (all courses taken by all students in the Cohort file). These data are
combined with existing NSC data to create PDP metrics.

The following are the key steps in the process of transitioning to the PDP.

Create an implementation team. Colleges are encouraged to create a PDP
implementation project team. Potential roles and members would be:

1. Institution Research: Tasked with ensuring the college is selecting/providing the
correct data sets

2. Project Leader: Tasked with keeping PDP reporting on track and working with
leadership to be ready and able to use the data to gain and provide insight.

3. Information Technology: Tasked with security review of the data and assistance in
extracting data from CRM.

4. Any associated third-party leaders: If the college is using a third party to assist in the
PDP reporting or use of data, they should be involved.

Initial agreements with National Student Clearinghouse. Colleges will contact with the
PDP Account Manager for VFA clients, Mandy Bailey
(Mandbail@studentclearinghouse.org), to begin discussions of the agreement with
National Student Clearinghouse (NSC) to participate in the Postsecondary Data
Partnership (PDP).

1. Ensure college has an existing Master Services Agreement with NSC
2. Once aninstitution expresses interest in pursuing the PDP, the NSC will draft a
Statement of Work (contract) and send this to the institution. This is the agreement
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3.
4.

between the institution and the National Student Clearinghouse outlining terms
and conditions. Evaluate data security — HECVAT if necessary for your institution
Review legal and financial aspects of the PDP contract.

Finalize Contract

Orientation and introduction to the PDP. The NSC Account Manager (Mandy Bailey) will
provide an introduction to the college’s PDP implementation team. This orientation will

include:

1.

Providing access to, and explanation for the PDP set-up form. This will enable the
setup of login credentials in the system. Login credentials will be sent from
FTPadmin@studentclearinghouse.org by the NSC Implementation Team.

Setting a timeline for implementation based on conversations with the institution.
As part of the VFA data collection cycle, colleges will be expected to submit data by
September 1 of each year. This will allow AACC to produce an annual VFA summary
report as well as a point in time when the most recent data will be available for
benchmarking for all VFA colleges.

Begin process for extracting and uploading data. Institution and NSC staff will work
together to upload the initial data necessary for PDP. Colleges will be expected to upload

Cohort Files and Course Files as part of participation in the VFA/PDP initiative. The
Financial Aid file is not required as part of the VFA participation; however, colleges are
welcome to upload that data if they desire. Initial data submission will include:

1.

Cohort Files going back 3-6 years. Cohort Files will include all students new to the
institution in the reporting time period. AACC strongly encourages colleges to
submit the full six years to use the newly developed six-year outcomes
dashboard.

Course Files going back 3-6 years. Course files should include every course taken
by students identified in the cohort files and the number of years should be the
same as the number of years for the cohort files. AACC strongly encourages
colleges to submit the full six years to use the newly developed six-year
outcomes dashboard.

For VFA purposes, the Financial Aid Files are not required. However, if your
institution is submitting Financial Aid Files, Cohort and Course Files should be
submitted prior submitting the financial Aid Files.

NSC will work with the institutions to clarify all data requirements, formats and
definitions.

Initial Data Submission. Each institution will develop a process for the data extraction
files. NSC will provide resources and technical assistance for this process. NSC will work
with the institution to provide access to the new data submission process. Users will need
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to submit any course, cohort, and financial aid files through our new Data Provider Intake
Platform. Note: the file formats for your course, cohort, and financial aid files ARE NOT
changing. Only the steps to submit your files are changing.

Download the quick start user guide for the new submission process.

The process will include:

1. Avreview of the data checks process for the PDP, including the types of errors and
procedures for error correcting. Emails will come from
PDPservice@studentclearinghouse.org

2. Account Managers will be copied on email and will review with the college’s team
the types of errors and how to repair files or make corrections

3. Finalvalidation of submitted data ready for use

Initial Payment. Following successful completion of the initial setup for data submission
(the institution has set up their FTP credentials), the initial invoice will be sent to the
institution. For VFA colleges transitioning to the PDP, this will be a flat rate of $2,000 for the
2025 cycle.

Analysis Ready Files sent. NSC will create and send the Analysis Ready (AR) files to the
institution within 30 days following data validation. Analysis ready files include student
level data with calculated fields for colleges to use at their institution for analysis beyond
what is available in the dashboards. AR files include calculated metrics based on data
from cohortfiles, course files, and other NSC data sources.

Dashboards created. Dashboards with the institution’s data will be created and made
available to this institution within 30 days following data validation.

Data use and sharing orientation. The institution's PDP account manager will host a
session with the institution to review the use of PDP website and dashboards and process
of 3" party data sharing authorization. The session will include:

PDP website orientation

A review of how to use dashboards

Benchmarking in the PDP

An explanation of data authorizer and sharing with 3™ parties

aprowbdpd =

Developing a schedule of regular reporting at the institution to keep data incoming
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VFA Historical Files

AACC has created excel files for all past VFA participants that contain all the calculated
metrics for all the years each college has participated. These data are available on request
for each college. To obtain a copy of the file, please send an email to:

vfa@aacc.nche.edu

Once we receive the request, you will be provided with access to a secure folder that
contains the Excel workbook. The workbook will have separate tabs for each of the VFA
components:

e Adult Basic Education

e CTE metrics

e Student progress and Outcomes cohort

e Developmental Education by subject

e Students referred to any developmental education
e Pathways KPI metrics

e Two-year progress and outcomes metrics

e Six-year outcomes

o |PEDS graduation rate

Each tab will contain all the disaggregated data, for all the cohort types for all the cohort
years reported. The files can easily be used in EXEL pivot tables to analyze prior year data.
A companion Excel file with the column definitions will be proved to help with analysis.

In addition to individual college level data, a series of benchmark Excel files have also been
created and will be made available to all participants. The benchmark Excel files include
data from 96 colleges that had student progress and outcome data for each of the past six
collection cycles. Due to the limited amount of data for CTE and ABE, benchmark files
were not created for these metrics.
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VFA Metrics in the PDP Dashboards

Dashboard Basics

Go to the PDP User Portal to get access to the PDP dashboards:
https://www.studentclearinghouse.org/solutions/ed-insights/pdp/user-portal/

Scroll down to and select the “LOG IN TO PDP SECURE PORTAL” button:

(Ch

Access Your PDP Resources Through Our Secure Portal

From there you can access your PDP dashboards, look at your PDP submission tracker, check the status of submitted files, and
control access to your data. Plus, more easily access our Student Insights Dashboard.

[ LOG IN TO PDP SECURE PORTAL ]

From this page, you can access the Dashboards. (The portal also provides access to other
PDP services)

Select the Dashboards Icon to access the dashboards:

National Student
Clearinghouse

Postsecondary Data Partnership

Welcome to the PDP Landing Page!

From this page, use the left hand menu or the cards below to access PDP services.

ﬁﬁ Dashboards E3 submissions
Put the PDP's insightgto work by exploring Check the status of submitted files, certify
bards. submitted files, and review data quality

checks.

ég Student Insights @ Accounts and Settings
Directly access the optional Student Insights Manage your account, including access to
Dashboards. To opt in or out go to your your data by third parties and sharing your
accounts and settings page. data publicly through the Student Insights

Dashboard.

The default Dashboards displayed are the “Institution Dashboards”.
This guide will focus on using the Institution Dashboards to view VFA related metrics.

There are a number of resources for using he Dashboards on the PDP knowledge base. The
PDP Knowledge Base can be accessed from the PDP User Portal:

https://www.studentclearinghouse.org/solutions/ed-insights/pdp/user-portal/
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Working with Dashboards

m When you submit data to the PDP, we use it to populate dashboards

Learn about the different dashboards that are available and how to use
Access the PDP Knowledge Base them.
Find all the resources you need — including tutorials, step-by-

step instructions, the data submission guide, and more — in
one convenient location.

General Information

e Using the Dashboards

e Filters & Dimensions

[ GO TO PDP KNOWLEDGE BASE ] s Key Performance Indicators & Critical Data Elements
s Using the Dashboards to Check Data Quality

If you are new to using the PDP dashboards, these resources are a good place to start.



Pathways KPls

Percent Students Retained from Fall to the Next Term

VFA Definition:

e Percent of students who were enrolled in the first, fall term and were still enrolled in
the next full academic term.
e Dashboard metric is equivalent to VFA metric

Dashboard to use:
e “Retention & Persistence Term-to-Term”

Chart Settings:

e Dimension: Overall
e Filters: None

Dashboard Settings:

e “Select Cohort Term” = “Fall”

e “Term Name”=“Spring” or “Winter” depending on college calendar
e “Select Cohort”—Choose cohort of interest

e “Retention/Persistence dropdown = “Retention”

s Chart Settings Dimension: Overall

Dashboard Settings Select Cohort Term Term Name
FALL v SPRING
(All)
FALL
Retention by Overall SPRING Select Cohort Retention/ Persistence
Color = Overall SUMMER 202223 = | [Retention

WINTER

70.0%

60.0%

To see Firsttime in college cohort

e Edit“Chart Settings”
e Choose “First-time” in “Enrollment Type* dropdown
e Clickon Apply Settings



Chart Settings X

Jimension: Overall “

filters
demographic Characteristics Other Characteristics
Age Group= shart* 4 Range =
All (+4 others) v All (+7 others) v All (+10 others) v

All (+9 others) v All

<
z

v
Gender* —~ Envolment Type *———————_Pell Grant Recipie
All (45 others) v O a (+3 others) v
FresGenerae First-Time Pre
All (+3 others) v 1 (+3 others) v

O Transfer-in

R T

All (+22 others) v All (+3 others) v

@ Apply Settings Cancel Changes Clear Al

Percent Credits Successfully Completed in One Year

VFA Definition:

e Percent of college-level semester credit hours (not students) attempted at your
college during the first academic year by the cohort that were successfully
completed.

e Thisis notdirectly comparable to The VFA definition. PDP does not filter by
“successfully completed”.

Dashboard to use:

e “Credit Completion Ratio”

Chart Settings:

e Dimension: Overall
e Filters:
o CohortTerm =“Fall”

Dashboard Settings:

e None

To see First time in college cohort

e Edit“Chart Settings”
e Choose “First-time” in “Enrollment Type” dropdown
e Clickon Apply Settings



Percent Credits Successfully Completed in One Year

VFA Definition:

Credit momentum KPls:

e FEarned 6+ college credits in 1st term: Number of students in the cohort who were
enrolled after the add/drop date in the first, fall term who successfully completed 6 or
more college-level (i.e., non-developmental) credits in that term.

a) —cannot be obtained

e Earned 12+ college credits in 1st term: Number of students in the cohort who were
enrolled after the add/drop date in the first, fall term who successfully completed 12 or
more college-level (i.e., non-developmental) credits in that term.

a) —cannot be obtained

e Earned 15+ college credits in year 1: Number of students in the cohort who successfully
completed 15 or more college-level (i.e., non-developmental) semester credit hours by
the end of the first academic year (starting with the first fall term).

a) only for part-time students
b) all credits, not successfully completed

e Earned 24+ college credits in year 1: Number of students in the cohort who successfully
completed 24 or more college-level (i.e., non-developmental) semester credit hours by
the end of the first academic year (starting with the first fall term).

a) only for Full-time students
b) all credits, not successfully completed

e Earned 30+ college credits in year 1: Number of students in the cohort who successfully
completed 30 or more college-level (i.e., non-developmental) semester credit hours by
the end of the first academic year (starting with the first fall term).

a) only for Full-time students
b) all credits, not successfully completed

Dashboard to use:

e “Credit Accumulation Rate”

Chart Settings:

e Dimension: Overall
o Filters:
o CohortTerm =“Fall”
o Attendance =“Part-time”



Gateway math and English completion KPIs:

Completed college math in year 1: Percent of students who attempted and successfully
completed at least one college level (i.e., non-developmental) Math course (with grade
C- or higher or a P) in the first academic year. Withdrawals are counted as attempting
but not passing the course.

a) Metric notidentical to VFA

b) Can assess completion of Gateway math in year

Completed college English in year 1: Percent of students who attempted and
successfully completed at least one college level (i.e., non-developmental) Math
course (with grade C- or higher or a P) in the first academic year. Withdrawals are
counted as attempting but not passing the course.

Completed both college math and English in year 1: Percent of students who attempted
and successfully completed at least one college level (i.e., non-developmental) Math
course AND English course (with grade C- or higher or a P) in the first academic year.
Withdrawals are counted as attempting but not passing the course.

Can be reported, but only for gateway courses, not any college level course.

College course completion KPI

e College-level course completion rate in students’ first academic year

KPI Metrics not available in Dashboards



Two-year Progress and Outcome Measures

Reached Credit Threshold

VFA Definition:

e Percent of students who successfully reached semester credit hours thresholds (24
for part-time and 42 for full-time) by the end of the second academic year.

e Thisis notdirectly comparable to The VFA definition. VFA includes credits applied
to a credential in addition to credits earned. Part-time threshold is the same for 2
years, but different for Full-time (48 as opposed to 42).

Dashboard to use:

e “Credit Accumulation Rate”

Chart Settings:

e Dimension: Overall
e Filters:
o CohortTerm =“Fall”
o Run separately for “Attendance”
= “Part-Time”
= “Full-time”

Dashboard Settings:

e Select Credit Thresholds =“12 Part-Time / 24 Full-Time”
e Academic Year=“2"

Percent Students Completed College-Level Math in Year One

VFA Definition:

e Percent of students who attempted and successfully completed at least one college
level (i.e., non-developmental) Math course (with grade A - C- or P) in the first
academic year. Withdrawals are counted as attempting but not passing the course.

e Key differences in metrics

o PDP does not use Successfully completed but can get close
o PDP only uses courses identified as “Gateway Courses” in this dashboard



Dashboard to use:

»

e “First Year Gateway Course Completion

Chart Settings:

e Dimension: Overall
e Filters:
o Cohort Term = “Fall”

Dashboard Settings:
e TK

Percent Students Completed College-Level English in Year One

VFA Definition:

e Percent of students who attempted and successfully completed at least one college
level (i.e., non-developmental) English course (with grade A - C- or P) in the first
academic year. Withdrawals are counted as attempting but not passing the course.

e Key differences in metrics

o PDP does not use Successfully completed but can get close
o PDP only uses courses identified as “Gateway Courses” in this dashboard

Dashboard to use:

e “First Year Gateway Course Completion”

Chart Settings:

e Dimension: Overall
e Filters:
o CohortTerm =“Fall”

Dashboard Settings:
o TK

Two year Outcome Metrics

VFA Definition:

1. Percent of students in the cohort who have earned a bachelor’s degree, associate
degree or certificate from your institution by the end of their second academic year.



2. Percent of students in the cohort who have not earned a formal award (e.g.
associate degree or certificate) from your institution by the end of two academic
years, but have evidence of transferring to another post-secondary institution by the
end of their second academic year.

3. Percent of students in the cohort who did not transfer and did not earn a formal
award by the end of two years (as defined above), but were still enrolled at any time
during their second academic year.

Dashboard to use:

e “Outcomes

Chart Settings:

e Dimension: Overall
e Filters:
o CohortTerm =“Fall”

Dashboard Settings:
e Two Years in Drop down menu

Dashboard Settings Outcomes at:
Twovears

Outcomes by Cohort
N = Not Enrolled, C = Cohort Institution, @ = Other Institution

2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 202021
) l
5%
45%

0% 0%
35 | |3 3% 245 33%

P

4) Percent of

students not _} ] ] | ?
o

enrolled 5% 5% 3% 4%
N c o c o N c o N c o N c
W Assoc. /Cert Bachelor’s M Enrolled at 2vr Enrolled at 4Yr Enrolled at Cohort Ins... I Not Enrolled

3)Percent of D Percent of 2)Percent of
students still students who

enrolled completed at Transferred
our institution

The figure above shows where the various Two-year outcomes can be derived from the top
chart of the Outcomes Dashboard.

1) Percent of students who completed at your institution—This is comparable to the
VFA Definition.

2) Percent of students who transferred—This may be an under-estimate compared to
VFA definition, it only includes currently enrolled transfer students.

3) Percent of students still enrolled—This is comparable to the VFA definition.

4) Percent of students not enrolled






Six-year Outcomes

VFA Definitions:

1.

Percent of students in the Six Year Cohort who have earned a baccalaureate degree
from your institution by the end of their sixth year.

Percent of students in the Six Year Cohort who have not earned a bachelor’s degree
by the end of six years, but have earned an associate degree from your institution
and have evidence of transferring to another post-secondary institution (after
receipt of the degree) by the end of their sixth year.

Percent of students in the Six Year Cohort who have not earned a bachelor’s degree
by the end of six years, but have earned an associate degree from your institution
and do not have evidence of transferring to another post-secondary institution by
the end of their sixth year.

Percent of students in the Six Year Cohort who have not earned a bachelor’s or
associate degree from your institution by the end of six years, but have earned a
certificate (or other formal award) from your institution and have evidence of
transferring to another post-secondary institution (after receipt of the certificate) by
the end of their sixth year.

Percent of students in the Six Year Cohort who have not earned a bachelor’s or
associate degree from your institution by the end of six years, but have earned a
certificate (or other formal award) from your institution and do not have evidence of
transferring to another post-secondary institution by the end of their sixth year.
Percent of students in the Six Year Cohort who have not earned a formal award from
your institution by the end of their six years, but have evidence of transferring to
another post-secondary institution by the end of their sixth year.

Percent of students in the Six Year Cohort who have not earned a formal award from
your institution by the end of their six years and whose last enrollment was in your
institution during the sixth year

Percent of students in the Six Year Cohort who were not enrolled in your institution
at any time during the sixth academic year, have not earned a formal award from
your institution by the end of six years, do not have evidence of transferring to
another post-secondary institution by the end of their six years, and have earned 30
or more semester credit hours by the end of their sixth year.

Percent of students in the Six Year Cohort who were not enrolled in your institution
at any time during the sixth academic year, have not earned a formal award from
your institution by the end of six years, do not have evidence of transferring to



another post-secondary institution by the end of six years, and have earned less
than 30 semester credit hours by the end of their sixth year.

Dashboard to use:

e “Outcomes”

Chart Settings:

e Choose “Six Year Outcomes” from top drop down menu:

Postsecondary Data Partnership

National Student
Clearinghouse”

@ Home  Dashboards > Reports

Outcomes: Six Year Outcomes v

e Filters:
o CohortTerm =“Fall”

e Dimensions
o Choose overall or specific breakdowns in the Chart Settings.

Chart Settings X
Dimension Breakdown
Dimension: Attendance
a
Overall 1
Filters
. Age Group )
Demographic Char vistics
~ Age Group*  GPA Range*
‘ All (+4 others) i v v ‘ ‘ All(+10 others) v ‘
" Race/Ethnicy* — Cohort Term ~ Past Dual/Summer Enrollment*
‘ All (+9 others) v ‘ ‘ All (+4 others) v ‘
~ Genders —— Credential Type Sought Jghtr ——————————1 [~ Pell Grant Recipient
‘ All (+5 others) - ~ ‘ ‘ All (+3 others) v ‘
First Generation* ——| [~ Enrollment Type*  Msth Prep*
‘ Al (+3 others) v ‘ ‘ All (+2 Others) v ‘ ‘ Al (+3 others) v ‘
 Attendance* ~ English Prep*
‘ All (+3 others) v ‘ ‘ All (+3 others) v ‘
~ Program of Study*
‘ All (+22 others) v ‘




Analysis Ready Files

Cohort Definitions

Main Cohort

VFA Definition:

The VFA Main Cohort should include all students who are new to the reporting institution in
the first, fall term of the tracking period, regardless of prior postsecondary education
experiences, including fall enrollments with varying start dates.

Variables to be used:

e Cohort-Level Analysis Ready File [Cohort-AR]
o [Student GUID]
o [Cohort]
o [Cohort Term]

Any student who’s [Cohort Term] = “Fall” for the Cohort of interest
First-time in College Cohort

VFA Definition:

The First Time in College (FTIC) cohort includes students who after high school have no
prior postsecondary experience before entering your institution.

Variables to be used:

e Cohort-Level Analysis Ready File [Cohort-AR]
o [Student GUID]
o [Cohort]
o [Cohort Term]
o [Enrollment Type]

Any student who’s [Cohort Term] = “Fall” for the Cohort of interest and [Enrollment Type] =
‘First-Time”

Credential Seeking Cohort

Note, this cohort can be reasonably defined using the Analysis ready files. VFA includes
credits earned in summer bridge programs.



VFA Definition

Students in the Main Cohort (defined above) who, based on their course-taking behavior,
indicate that they are seeking a credential at the reporting college.

Credential Seeking cohortinclude students who:

e Earned at least 12 semester credit hours (or the equivalent) at the college by the end
of the second academic-year of the tracking period; OR

e Earned a certificate or other formal award (such as a short-term certificate or
diploma) by the end of the second academic-year of the tracking period

Variables used

e Cohort-Level Analysis Ready File [Cohort-AR]

[Student GUID]

[Cohort]

[Cohort Term]

[Number of Credits Earned Year 1]

[Number of Credits Earned Year 2]

[First Year to Associates or Certificate at Cohort Institution]

o O O O O O

A studentis in the Credential seeking cohort if [Cohort Term] = “Fall” for the Cohort of
interest and at least one of the following criteria are met:

e the sum of [Number of Credits Earned Year 1] and [Number of Credits Earned Year
2] is equalto 12 or more; or

e [First Year to Associates or Certificate at Cohort Institution] = 1; or

e [First Year to Associates or Certificate at Cohort Institution] = 2



VFA Disaggregations

Age Groups

Note this cannot be calculated using the De-identified Analysis ready files.

Institution specific information needed:

e Term Start Dates for each Cohort Term

Variables to be used:

e Cohort-Level Analysis Ready File [Cohort-AR]
o [Student GUID]
o [Date of Birth]
o [Cohort]
o [Cohort Term]

Calculate the student’s age as: Term Start Date of the institution term listed for the
designated fall term in the cohort year minus Date of Birth divided by 365.25. This can then
be used to create the appropriate age groups.

Race/Ethnicity
PDP and VFA are the same.

Variables to be used:

e Cohort-Level Analysis Ready File [Cohort-AR]
o [Student GUID]
o [Race]

Use PDP Categories.

Gender

VFA only has three Categories, PDP has five. The PDP categories can be collapsed into the
VFA categories.

Variables to be used:

e Cohort-Level Analysis Ready File [Cohort-AR]
o [Student GUID]
o [Gender]



Use the following groupings

e M=Male
e F=Female
e PorXorUK= Unknown /Other

Pell Status

Pell status, as defined by VFA cannot currently be calculated. Pell status for PDP is based
on receipt of Pell in first term, not at any time during the metric period. Pell at first term
may be used as a proxy for now. NSC is working on including a Pell by term indicator.

Full-time / Part-time status term 1

VFA categories are defined the same as an existing PDP variable.

Variables to be used:

e Cohort-Level Analysis Ready File [Cohort-AR]
o [Student GUID]
o [Enrollment Intensity First Term]

Combine the categories as follows

e “Full-Time” = Full-time
e “Part-Time” = Part-time

College Ready Status

There is not an exact match in PDP for VFA disaggregations, and PDP data may vary based
on how the original data were submitted.

Variables to be used:

e Cohort-Level Analysis Ready File [Cohort-AR]
o [Math Placement]
o [English Placement]
o [Reading Placement]
e Course-Level Analysis Ready File [Course-AR]
[Student GUID]
o [Cohort]
o [Academic Year]
o [Academic Term]

o



o [Course Type]
First determine if the student has a developmental need by any of the following being true

e Not College Ready=

o [Cohort-AR].[Math Placement] = “N” or

o [Cohort-AR]. [English Placement] =“N” or

o [Cohort-AR]. [Readding Placement] =“N” or

o [Course-AR]. [Course Type] =“CC” or “CD” during the measurement period
e College Ready/ Undetermined

o Allother students.



VFA

Metrics

Pathways KPls

Credit accumulation by end of term 1 or end of year 1

Metrics:
1. Percent of students who earned 6+ college-level credit hours in the first term
2. Percent of students who earned 12+ college-level credit hours in the first term
3. Percent of students who earned 15+ college-level semester credit hours in the first

academic year
Percent of students who earned 24+ college-level semester credit hours in the first
academic year
Percent of students who earned 30+ college-level semester credit hours in the first
academic year

VFA Definition:

Percent of students who earned at least 6 college-level credits in the first, fall term.
Percent of students who earned at least 12 college-level credits in the first, fall term.
Percent of students who earned at least 15 college-level semester credit hours by
the end of the first academic year.

Percent of students who earned at least 24 college-level semester credit hours by
the end of the first academic year.

Percent of students who earned at least 30 college-level semester credit hours by
the end of the first academic year.

For all measures, credits are inclusive of credits that count toward a credential
(obtained at your institution). Unless developmental education credits count this way
at your college, developmental credits are not to be counted. All credits included in
this measure must be taken at your college.

Successful completion of a course is based on institutional practice of completion
as long as the student earned a letter grade of C- or better (or P if the course is

offered as pass/fail).

Institution specific information needed:

College Definition of Successful completion (C+, C, or C-)

Numeric equivalent of successful completion Grade



Variables to be used:

e Cohort-Level Analysis Ready File [Cohort-AR]
o [Student GUID]
o [Cohort]
o [Cohortterm]

e Course-Level Analysis Ready File [Course-AR]
o [Student GUID]

[Cohort]

[Academic Year]

[Academic Term]

[Course Type]

[Grade]

[Number of Credits Earned]

© O O O O

Count of the number of students who successfully completed the designated number (e.g.
6 or more credits by the end of term 1) of college level credits ([course Type] =“CU” or
”CG”) by the end of the appropriate time-period divided by the number of students in the
Cohort.

College level Course Completion in year 1 metrics

Metrics:

1. Percent of students who completed college-level math in the first academic year

2. Percent of students who completed college-level English in the first academic year

3. Percent of students who completed college-level math and English in the first
academic year

VFA Definition:

e Percent of students who attempted and successfully completed at least one college
level (i.e., non-developmental) Math course in the first academic year.

e Percent of students who attempted and successfully completed at least one college
level (i.e., non-developmental) English course in the first academic year.

e Percent of students who attempted and successfully completed at least one college
level (i.e., non-developmental) course in both Math and English in the first academic
year.

e Successful completion of a course is based on institutional practice of completion
as long as the student earned a letter grade of C- or better (or P if the course is
offered as pass/fail).



Institution specific information needed:

e College Definition of Successful completion (C+, C, or C-)

e Numeric equivalent of successful completion Grade

e What courses should be included as college level English and College Level Math
o May need course prefix and/or course number
o Determine if Gateway Math and Gateway English will work for this analysis

Variables to be used:

e Cohort-Level Analysis Ready File [Cohort-AR]
o [Student GUID]
o [Cohort]
o [Cohortterm]

e Course-Level Analysis Ready File [Course-AR]
o [Student GUID]

[Cohort]

[Academic Year]

[Academic Term]

[Course Type]

[Grade]

[Number of Credits Earned]

[Math or English Gateway]

[Course Prefix]

[Course Number]

0O O 0 0O O 0 O O

For each metric:

Count of students who successfully completed the college level subject (identified by
gateway or course prefix’number) divided by total students in cohort.

Percent Students Retained from Fall to the Next Term Metric:

VFA Definition:

Percent of fall cohort students who enrolled in at least one credit course (including
developmental) in term 2 (spring term).

Institution specific information needed:

e College Calendar System to determine second academic term



Variables to be used:

e Cohort-Level Analysis Ready File [Cohort-AR]
o [Student GUID]
o [Cohort]
o [Cohortterm]

e Course-Level Analysis Ready File [Course-AR]
o [Student GUID]

[Cohort]

[Academic year]

[Academic Term]

[Course Type]

[Number of Credits Attempted]

o O O O

Count of students enrolled in a course in the second academic term (spring/Winter)
divided by the total number of students in the cohort.

Two-year Progress Measures

Credit Success rates

Metrics:

1. Percent Credits Successfully Completed in First Term
2. Percent Credits Successfully Completed in One Year
3. Percent Credits Successfully Completed in Two Years

VFA Definition:

1. Percent of semester credit hours (not students) attempted at your college in the first
(fall) term by the cohort that were successfully completed.

2. Percent of semester credit hours (not students) attempted at your college during the
first academic year by the cohort that were successfully completed.

3. Percent of semester credit hours (not students) attempted at your during the first
two academic years by the cohort that were successfully completed.

Institution specific information needed:

e College Definition of Successful completion (C+, C, or C-)
e Numeric equivalent of successful completion Grade



Variables to be used:

e Cohort-Level Analysis Ready File [Cohort-AR]
o [Student GUID]
o [Cohort]
o [Cohortterm]

e Course-Level Analysis Ready File [Course-AR]
o [Student GUID]

[Cohort]

[Cohort Term]

[Academic Year]

[Academic Term]

[Course Type]

[Grade]

[Number of Credits Attempted]

[Number of Credits Earned]

o O O O O O O

For each metric:

Total number of college level credits successfully completed for the time-period (e.g. first
term) divide by the total number of college level credits attempted.

No Success Term 1

Metrics:

e Percent Students Not Successful in First Term
VFA Definition:

e Percent of students who did not earn at least one credit (successfully complete) in
the first, fall term.

Institution specific information needed:
e College Definition of Successful completion (C+, C, or C-)
e Numeric equivalent of successful completion Grade
Variables to be used:

e Cohort-Level Analysis Ready File [Cohort-AR]
o [Student GUID]
o [Cohort]



@)

[Cohort term]

e Course-Level Analysis Ready File [Course-AR]

(@)

O 0O O O O O O O

Count of students who did not successfully complete any college level course divided by

[Student GUID]

[Cohort]

[Cohort Term]

[Academic Year]

[Academic Term]

[Course Type]

[Grade]

[Number of Credits Attempted]
[Number of Credits Earned]

the total number of students in the cohort.

Percent of Students who Reached Credit Thresholds in Two Years

Metrics:

e Percent of students who reached credit thresholds by end of academic year two.

VFA Definition:

e Percent of students who successfully reached semester credit hours thresholds (24
for part-time and 42 for full-time) by the end of the academic year two.

e Any credits earned count—does not use successfully completed restriction
e Includes all credits college is aware of, not only those earned by completing courses

at the college

Note: This cannot be completely replicated using the PDP data, since prior credits applied

to the student are not available in the PDP

Institution specific information needed:

Variables to be used:

e Cohort-Level Analysis Ready File [Cohort-AR]

o

o

@)

o

[Student GUID]

[Cohort]

[Cohort term]

[Enrollment Intensity First Term]

e Course-Level Analysis Ready File [Course-AR]



[Student GUID]

[Cohort]

[Cohort Term]

[Academic Year]
[Academic Term]

[Course Type]

[Number of Credits Earned]

o O O O O O O

Count of students who began part-time and earned 24 or more credits by the end of year 2
plus count of students who began full-time and earned 42 or more credits by the end of
year 2 divided by total students in the cohort.

Two year Outcome Metrics

Metrics:

1. Percent Students Completed a Formal Award
2. Percent Students Transferred to 2-Year or 4-Year institution
3. Percent Students Still Enrolled

VFA Definition:

4. Percent of students in the cohort who have earned a bachelor’s degree, associate
degree or certificate from your institution by the end of their second academic year.

5. Percent of students in the cohort who have not earned a formal award (e.g.
associate degree or certificate) from your institution by the end of two academic
years, but have evidence of transferring to another post-secondary institution by the
end of their second academic year.

6. Percent of students in the cohort who did not transfer and did not earn a formal
award by the end of two years (as defined above), but were still enrolled at any time
during their second academic year.

Institution specific information needed:

e None

Variables to be used:

e Cohort-Level Analysis Ready File [Cohort-AR]
o [Student GUID]
o [Cohort]
o [Cohortterm]
o [Yearsto Bachelors at cohortinst.]



o [Yearsto Associates or Certificate at cohort inst.]

Course-Level Analysis Ready File [Course-AR]

o [Student GUID]

[Cohort]

[Cohort Term]

[Academic Year]
[Academic Term]

[Course Type]

o [Number of Credits Earned]

O O O O O

Calculate each of the three outcomes

Outcome 1: Count of students who earned any credential at your institution by the end of

the second academic year divided by total number of students in the cohort.

Outcome 2: Count the number of students who did not earn a credential at your institution

but were enrolled at another institution by the end of the second academic term divided by

the total number of students in the cohort.

Outcome 3: Count of student

Six-year Outcome Metrics

1.
2.

Percent of students that earned a bachelor’s degree.

Percent of students that did not earn a bachelor’s degree but earned an
associate degree and subsequently transferred.

Percent of students that did not earn a bachelor’s degree but earned an
associate degree and did not subsequently transfer.

Percent of students that did not earn a bachelor’s or associate degree, but
earned a certificate (or other formal award) and subsequently transferred.
Percent of students that did not earn a bachelor’s or associate degree, but
earned a certificate (or other formal award) and did not subsequently transfer.
Percent of students that transferred to another post-secondary institution,
without earning a degree or certificate.

Percent of students that were still enrolled during the sixth academic year and
had not earned a degree or certificate.

Percent of students that were not enrolled at any time in year six, had not earned
a degree or certificate, had no record of transferring to another institution, and
earned 30 or more college-level semester credit hours.



9. Percent of students that were not enrolled at any time in year six, had not earned
a degree or certificate, had no record of transferring to another institution, and
earned less than 30 college-level semester credit hours.

10.

Institution specific information needed:

e None

Variables to be used:

e Cohort-Level Analysis Ready File [Cohort-AR]
[Student GUID]

[Cohort]

[Cohort term]

[Years to Bachelors at cohort inst.]
[First Year to Associates at Cohort Inst]
o [First Year to Certificate at Cohort Inst]

O O O O O

e Course-Level Analysis Ready File [Course-AR]
o [Student GUID]

[Cohort]

[Cohort Term]

[Academic Year]

[Academic Term]

[Course Type]

[Number of Credits Earned]

O O O O O O

Special note:

= Calculating these metrics is an iterative process, based on the hierarchy of
outcomes from 1to 9. The total of all eight should equal 100%

Outcome 1: Count of students who earned a bachelor’s degree from your institution be the
end of the sixth academic year divided by the total number of students in the cohort.

Outcome 2: Count of students who did not earn a bachelor’s degree from your institution,
did earn an associate degree, and whose last enrollment was in another postsecondary
institution by the end of the sixth academic year divided by the total number of students in
the cohort.

Outcome 3: Count of students who did not earn a bachelor’s degree from your institution,
did earn an associate degree, and did not subsequently have an enrollment in another



postsecondary institution by the end of the sixth academic year divided by the total
number of students in the cohort.

Outcome 4: Count of students who did not earn a bachelor’s degree or an associate degree
from your institution, did earn a certificate, and whose last enrollment was in another
postsecondary institution by the end of the sixth academic year divided by the total
number of students in the cohort.

Outcome 5: Count of students who did not earn a bachelor’s degree or an associate degree
from your institution, did earn a certificate, and did not subsequently have an enrollmentin
another postsecondary institution by the end of the sixth academic year divided by the
total number of students in the cohort.

Outcome 6: Count of students who did not earn a credential at your institution and whose
last enrollment was in another postsecondary institution by the end of the sixth academic
year divided by the total number of students in the cohort.

Outcome 7: Count of students who did not earn a credential at your institution and whose
last enrollment was in your institution during the sixth academic year divided by the total
number of students in the cohort.

Outcome 8: Count of students who did not earn a credential at your institution and whose
last enrollment was NOT your institution during the sixth academic year and who earned 30
or more credits divided by the total number of students in the cohort.

Outcome 9: Count of students who did not earn a credential at your institution and whose
last enrollment was NOT your institution during the sixth academic year and who earned
fewer than 30 credits divided by the total number of students in the cohort.



Developmental Education Metrics

Developmental English Progression

Metrics:

4. Percent of students needing developmental English

5. Percent Students Attempted Developmental English Course

6. Percent Students Became College Ready in English

7. Percent Students Successfully Completed Any College-level English Course

VFA Definition:

4. Percent of students in the cohort who, based on selected referral method, need
developmental education

5. Percentage of students that were, by institutional practice, referred to
developmental education in English, who attempted a developmental education
activity in English.

6. Percent of students who, based on referral method, needed developmental
education English and became college ready in English.

7. Percent of students who, based on referral method, needed developmental English
and who successfully completed any college-level course in English.

Institution specific information needed:

e College Definition of Successful completion (C+, C, or C-)
e Numeric equivalent of successful completion Grade
e Course prefixes and numbers for English courses

Alignment with VFA Metrics:

The Developmental Progress metrics definitions using PDP AR files do not align perfectly
with VFA metrics. The following are close approximations to those metrics.

Variables to be used:

e Cohort-Level Analysis Ready File [Cohort-AR]
o [Student GUID]

[Cohort]

[Cohort term]

[English Placement]

[AttemptedDevEnglishY1]

[CompletedDevEnglishY1]

o O O O



e Course-Level Analysis Ready File [Course-AR]
o [Student GUID]

[Cohort]

[Academic Year]

[Academic Term]

[Course Type]

[Grade]

[Number of Credits Earned]

[Math or English Gateway]

[Course Prefix]

[Course Number]

0O O O 0O O O O o o

Metric calculations:

1. Rate:
a. Numerator: Count of students who meet any of the following
i. have a[Cohort-AR].[ English Placement] = “N” or
ii. have taken an English course (defined by course prefix/number) that
is developmental ([course type] =“CC” or “CD”)
b. Denominator: total number of students in the cohort.
2. Rate:

a. Numerator: Count of the number of students who have a attempted a English
course (defined by course prefix’number) that is developmental ([course
type] =“CC” or “CD”) during the time period

b. Denominator: Numerator: Count of the number of students who have a
[Cohort-AR].[ English Placement] = “N”

3. This Rate cannot be calculated.
4. Rate:
a. Numerator: Count of students who during the time frame of interest
i. Successfully completed (based on college definition of success) a
Gateway English course ([Math or English Gateway] =“E” OR
ii. Successfully completed ([Grade] meets college definition of success)
an English course (defined by course [Course Prefix]/[Course
Number] thatis college level ([Course Type] = “CU”)
b. Denominator: Count of students who meet any of the following
i. have a[Cohort-AR].[ English Placement] = “N” or
ii. have taken an English course (defined by course prefix/number) that
is developmental ([Course Type] = “CC” or “CD”)



Developmental Math Progression

Metrics:

Pobd=

Percent of students needing developmental Math

Percent Students Attempted Developmental Math Course

Percent Students Became College Ready in Math

Percent Students Successfully Completed Any College-level Math Course

VFA Definition:

1.

Percent of students in the cohort who, based on selected referral method, need
developmental education

Percentage of students that were, by institutional practice, referred to
developmental education in Math, who attempted a developmental education
activity in Math.

Percent of students who, based on referral method, needed developmental
education Math and became college ready in Math.

Percent of students who, based on referral method, needed developmental Math
and who successfully completed any college-level course in Math.

Institution specific information needed:

College Definition of Successful completion (C+, C, or C-)
Numeric equivalent of successful completion Grade
Course prefixes and numbers for Math courses

Alignment with VFA Metrics:

The Developmental Progress metrics definitions using PDP AR files do not align perfectly

with VFA metrics. The following are close approximations to those metrics.

Variables to be used:

Cohort-Level Analysis Ready File [Cohort-AR]
o [Student GUID]

[Cohort]

[Cohort term]

[Math Placement]

[AttemptedDevMathY1]
o [CompletedDevMath¥Y1]

Course-Level Analysis Ready File [Course-AR]
o [Student GUID]

o O O O



[Cohort]

[Academic Year]
[Academic Term]

[Course Type]

[Grade]

[Number of Credits Earned]
[Math or English Gateway]
[Course Prefix]

[Course Number]

o 0O O 0 0O 0O o0 o o

Metric calculations:

1. Rate:
a. Numerator: Count of students who meet any of the following
i. have a[Cohort-AR].[ Math Placement] =“N” or
ii. have taken an Math course (defined by course prefix/number) that is
developmental ([course type] =“CC” or “CD”)
b. Denominator: total number of students in the cohort.
2. Rate:

a. Numerator: Count of the number of students who have a attempted a Math
course (defined by course prefix’number) that is developmental ([course
type] =“CC” or “CD”) during the time period

b. Denominator: Numerator: Count of the number of students who have a
[Cohort-AR].[ Math Placement] = “N”

3. This Rate cannot be calculated.
4. Rate:
a. Numerator: Count of students who during the time frame of interest
i. Successfully completed (based on college definition of success) a
Gateway Math course ([Math or Math Gateway] =“E” OR
ii. Successfully completed ([Grade] meets college definition of success)
an Math course (defined by course [Course Prefix]/[Course Number]
thatis college level ([Course Type] = “CU”)
b. Denominator: Count of students who meet any of the following:
i. have a[Cohort-AR].[ Math Placement] =“N” or
ii. have taken an Math course (defined by course prefix/number) that is
developmental ([Course Type] =“CC” or “CD”)



Developmental Reading Progression

Metrics:

1. Percent of students needing developmental Reading
2. Percent Students Attempted Developmental Reading Course
3. Percent Students Became College Ready in Reading

VFA Definition:

1. Percent of students in the cohort who, based on selected referral method, need
developmental education in Reading.

2. Percentage of students that were, by institutional practice, referred to
developmental education in Reading, who attempted a developmental education
activity in Reading.

3. Percent of students who, based on referral method, needed developmental
education Reading and became college ready in Reading.

Institution specific information needed:

e College Definition of Successful completion (C+, C, or C-)
e Numeric equivalent of successful completion Grade
e Course prefixes and numbers for Reading courses

Alignment with VFA Metrics:

The Developmental Progress metrics definitions using PDP AR files do not align perfectly
with VFA metrics. College Reading placementis optional reporting in PDP data
submission. The following are close approximations to those metrics.

Variables to be used:

e Cohort-Level Analysis Ready File [Cohort-AR]
o [Student GUID]
o [Cohort]
o [Cohortterm]
o [Reading Placement]
e Course-Level Analysis Ready File [Course-AR]
[Student GUID]
o [Cohort]
o [Academic Year]
@)
o

(@)

[Academic Term]
[Course Type]



o [Grade]

o [Number of Credits Earned]
o [Course Prefix]

o [Course Number]

Metric calculations:

1. Rate:
a. Numerator: Count of students who meet any of the following:
i. have a[Cohort-AR].[ Reading Placement] =“N” or
ii. have taken a Reading course (defined by course prefix/number) that is
developmental ([course type] =“CC” or “CD”)
b. Denominator: total number of students in the cohort.
2. Rate:
a. Numerator: Count of the number of students who have a attempted a
Reading course (defined by course prefix’number) that is developmental
([course type] =“CC” or “CD”) during the time period
b. Denominator: Count of the number of students who have a [Cohort-AR].[
Reading Placement] = “N”
3. This Rate cannot be calculated.

Any Developmental Education Progress

Metrics:

1. Percent Students Needing Developmental Education in at Least One Subject
2. Percent Students Attempted Any Developmental Education
3. Percent Students Who Became College-Ready

VFA Definition:

1. Percent of students in the cohort who, based on selected referral method, need
developmental education in Math, English, Reading or any combination of the three.

2. Percentage of students that were, by institutional practice, referred to
developmental education in Math, English, Reading or any combination of the three,
who attempted any developmental education activity.

3. Percent of students who, based on selected referral method, needed at least one
developmental education course in Math, English, Reading or any combination of
the three and who completed all developmental education in the area(s) of need to
become college-ready by the end of the tracking period.



Institution specific information needed:

e College Definition of Successful completion (C+, C, or C-)
e Numeric equivalent of successful completion Grade
e Course prefixes and numbers for English, Math and Reading courses

Alignment with VFA Metrics:

The Developmental Progress metrics definitions using PDP AR files do not align perfectly
with VFA metrics. College Reading placementis optional reporting in PDP data
submission. The following are close approximations to those metrics.

Variables to be used:

e Cohort-Level Analysis Ready File [Cohort-AR]
[Student GUID]

[Cohort]

[Cohort term]

[English Placement]

[Math Placement]

o [Reading Placement]

o O O O O

e Course-Level Analysis Ready File [Course-AR]
o [Student GUID]

[Cohort]

[Academic Year]

[Academic Term]

[Course Type]

[Grade]

[Number of Credits Earned]

[Course Prefix]

[Course Number]

O O O O O O O O

Metric calculations:

1. Rate:
a. Numerator: Count of of students who meet any of the following
i. have a[Cohort-AR].[ English Placement] =“N” or
ii. have a[Cohort-AR].[ Math Placement] = “N” or
iii. have a[Cohort-AR].[ Reading Placement] = “N” or
iv. have taken an English course (defined by course prefix/number) that
is developmental ([course type] = “CC” or “CD”) or



v. have taken a Math course (defined by course prefix/number) that is

Vi.

developmental ([course type] =“CC” or “CD”) or
have taken a Reading course (defined by course prefix/number) that is
developmental ([course type] =“CC” or “CD”)

b. Denominator: total number of students in the cohort.

2. Rate:

a. Numerator: count of students who meet any of the following criteria

have a attempted an English course (defined by course
prefix/number) that is developmental ([course type] = “CC” or “CD”)
during the time period or

have a attempted a Math course (defined by course prefix/number)
thatis developmental ([course type] = “CC” or “CD”) during the time
period or

have a attempted a Reading course (defined by course prefix’/number)
that is developmental ([course type] = “CC” or “CD”) during the time
period

b. Denominator: Count of students who meet any of the following criteria:

have a [Cohort-AR].[ English Placement] = “N” or
have a [Cohort-AR].[ Math Placement] =“N” or
have a [Cohort-AR].[ Reading Placement] =“N”



Requesting VFA student level VFA metric file

AACC has developed a process to calculate VFA metrics using the PDP De-identified
Analysis Ready files. To calculate the metrics, AACC will need to have access to the
colleges Analysis Ready Cohort and Course files. The college will also need to supply 2
other pieces of information (minimum grade for successful completion and a list of
courses that the college considers to the college level math and college level English) for
AACC to calculate the metrics. Using this process, nearly all of the VFA metrics can be
calculated.

Step 1: Grant AACC access to the Analysis Ready files. Instructions can be found in
Appendix A. This process may take several days for AACC to be granted access to the files.

Step 2: Identify the grade the college wants to use for defining Successful completion:
C-orCorC+

Step 3: Identify the courses the college wants to use for college level math and English.
These may be the courses already identified as Gateway Math and Gateway English in your
PDP course files, but there are likely more courses the college would define as college level
math or English.

These courses should be provided to AACC in either a comma delimited file (.csv) or excel
file. There are 4 required fields to be provided.

INSTITUTION_ID, COURSE_PREFIX, COURSE_NUMBER, DISCIPLINE

The first three fields should be identical to the fields in the Course AR file for your college.
The last field should identify if the course is college level Math (“M”) or English (“E”). Here
is an example:

INSTITUTION_ID | COURSE_PREFIX | COURSE_NUMBER | DISCIPLINE
527600 ENG 123 E

Step 4: Send a request to AACC for the file, attaching the course file and Grade for
successful completion to via@aacc.nche.edu

AACC will provide access to the file once itis created. Once AACC has access to the AR
files, allow several business days for the file to be created.


mailto:vfa@aacc.nche.edu

VFA to PDP support

Calendar year 2025 is the year for the VFA to PDP transition. During this period, AACC will
be making several critical supports available to VFA participants. These willinclude
Webinars, Office hours, and the institution specific support. The AACC to PDP Transition
Workflow documents provide some information on the supports.

Key Contacts:

AACC:

e Kent Phillippe VFA@aacc.nche.edu

National Student Clearinghouse:

e Mandy Bailey: Mandbail@studentclearinghouse.org

Office Hours

National Student Clearinghouse providea regular “office hours” to users to stop in to ask
questions.

¢ National Student Clearinghouse
o EveryWeek

Regularly Scheduled webinars:

e National Student Clearinghouse

e Achieving the Dream (Not limited to ATD colleges-See ATD Flyer for more details)
o Accelerator Onboarding Course
o Using PDP for Data Discovery & Decision Support Course
o Analysis-Ready Files Usage Webinar Series


mailto:VFA@aacc.nche.edu
mailto:Mandbail@studentclearinghouse.org

Appendix A

American Association of Community Colleges requests that you authorize the Clearinghouse to share
your PDP Data

One of the advantages of participating in the Postsecondary Data Partnership (PDP) is the opportunity to
share your data with your partner organizations, like AACC.

AACC respectfully requests that your college authorize access to both the dashboards and the analysis-
ready files, which is the most beneficial arrangement for both parties.

The Process

The process of giving the Clearinghouse explicit permission to share your data with the American
Association of Community Colleges is simple and has been automated to make things easier for your
institution to track. Please keep in mind the following:

1. You are only permitting access to de-identified student data. AACC will never have access to any
student-identified data.

2. This permission can be changed. Itis not an irrevocable decision.

3. You have the ability to give access at different levels. One is to see dashboard data only. The
other is to give access to your Analysis-Ready files (de-identified.) And the third option is to
access the financial aid dashboard, which is an optional dashboard.

Step 1: To begin the process of authorizing the Clearinghouse to share your data with us, first identify
the person at your institution who is a Data Authorizer. It may be the same person as your User
Administrator, but it can also be a different person given this authority. (View the Managing PDP User

Access tutorial to learn more about user roles.)

Step 2: The data authorizer can access the Secure Portal to authorize access. It is found on the PDP
webpage.

Step 3. Follow the instructions in the Clearinghouse document on Sharing data with Third Parties, found

in the PDP Knowledge base. Please note there are slightly different instructions for individual
institutions than for those who are authorizing on behalf of a multi-college district or state. (Which the
Clearinghouse calls Systems of Institutions).

If you have any questions about this request, please contact:
For AACC questions, Kent Phillipe, Vice President Research & Student Success, kphillippe@aacc.nche.edu

For Clearinghouse questions, Mandy Bailey, PDP Acct Manager, mandbail@studentclearinghouse.org


https://www.studentclearinghouse.org/academy/courses/pdp/lessons/adding-pdp-user-roles/
https://www.studentclearinghouse.org/academy/courses/pdp/lessons/adding-pdp-user-roles/
https://help.studentclearinghouse.org/pdp/knowledge-base/about-the-secure-portal/
https://help.studentclearinghouse.org/pdp/knowledge-base/sharing-data-with-third-parties/
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