ADVOCATES
IN ACTION

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF COMMUNITY COLLEGES

Agenda
September 16-17, 2024
Washington, D.C.
(as of 8/14/24, agenda subject to change)

Monday, September 16
Location: Royal Sonesta Capitol Hill, 20 Massachusetts Ave NW

7:30 a.m. — 8:15 a.m. Registration and Breakfast
8:15 a.m. — 8:30 a.m. Welcome and Introductions
8:30 a.m. —9:10 a.m. Featured Speaker—Kevin Carey

Vice President of Education and Work, New America

Described as “one of the sharpest higher education experts out
there,” Kevin Carey directs the Education Policy program at New
America. His perspectives on higher education are published
regularly in outlets such as The New York Times, The
Washington Post, and The Atlantic. Kevin will discuss higher
education broadly, as well as issues specific to community

colleges.
9:10 a.m. — 9:20 a.m. Break
9:20 a.m. — 10:00 a.m. Featured Speaker—Brendan Buck

Partner, Seven Letter

Brendan Buck is one of Washington’s top communications
strategists and has been at the center of many of the biggest policy
and political battles of our time, having worked for two
consecutive Speakers of the House (Paul Ryan and John Boehner).



Also a political analyst for MSNBC and NBC News, Brendan will
provide his observations and commentary on the political issues of

the moment.
10:10 a.m. — 10:15 a.m. Break
10:15 am. — 11:00 a.m. Featured Speaker—Jennifer Rubin

Opinion Columnist, The Washington Post

Jennifer Rubin writes reported opinion for The Washington Post,
covering politics and policy and providing insight into the
conservative movement, the Republican and Democratic parties,
and threats to Western democracies. She is also an MSNBC
contributor. Jennifer will discuss the broader political context
ahead of the November elections.

11:00 am. —11:10 a.m. Break

11:10 am. —11:50 a.m. Featured Speaker—David Winston
President, Winston Group
A Republican strategist and pollster, David Winston will offer his
data and insights on the current political landscape ahead of the
2024 presidential and congressional elections.

12:00 p.m. — 1:00 p.m. Lunch and AACC Staff Briefing
David Baime, Senior Vice President, Government Relations
Kathryn Gimborys, Manager, Government Relations
Jim Hermes, Associate Vice President, Government Relations
AACC Government Relations staff will update attendees on the
status of current legislative priorities and review talking points for
congressional visits. Institutional lobbyists will offer their

strategies and expertise for effective community college advocacy
both in D.C. and at home.

1:00 p.m. — 1:35 p.m. Advocacy Roundtable

1:35 p.m. —2:15 p.m. Panel Discussion—Higher Education Politics and Policy
Experienced higher education lobbyists will give their perspectives
on the current state of higher education policymaking and the
political dynamics impacting it, as well as strategies that



2:30 p.m. — 6:00 p.m.

6:00 p.m. — 7:30 p.m.

Tuesday, September 17

community college leaders can use to advocate for their
institutions

Capitol Hill Visits

Networking Reception
Royal Sonesta Capitol Hill

Location: Cannon Caucus Room, 390 Cannon House Office Building

8:00 a.m. — 8:30 a.m.

8:30 am.—11:45. am.

Breakfast and Coffee

Featured Speakers—Members of Congress

Elected members of Congress will discuss their priorities for
federal legislation impacting higher education, broadly and
community colleges, specifically. For Advocates in Action 2023,
speakers included The Honorable Virginia Foxx (R-NC), chair of
the House Education and Workforce Committee; The Honorable
Bobby Scott (D-VA), ranking member of the House Education and
Workforce Committee; The Honorable Suzanne Bonamici (D-OR);
The Honorable Juan Ciscomani (R-AZ),; and The Honorable Lori
Chavez-DeRemer (R-OR).

Panel Discussion—Congressional Staffers

Democratic and Republican staff from key congressional
committees for higher education issues will provide insight into
lawmakers’ recent actions and future priorities, particularly
related to funding and the Higher Education Act. For Advocates in
Action 2023, speakers included education staff members of both
parties from the House Committee on Education and the
Workforce and the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

Featured Speakers—Biden Administration

Representatives from the Biden administration will discuss
priorities and programs that are of interest to community colleges.
For Advocates in Action 2023, speakers included James Kvaal,
under secretary at the Department of Education, and Melanie

Storey from the Office of Federal Student Aid.



11:45 am. Adjourn



