


 

 

December 28, 2022 
 
AACC Committee on Directors and Membership Services 
c/o Dr. Angel M. Royal 
1 Dupont Circle NW, Suite 700 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
 
Dear Dr. Royal, 
 
I am pleased to offer this letter of support for Dr. Carlee Drummer for the AACC Board of Directors. I have known Carlee 
for the past three and a half years as she serves as president of Columbia-Greene Community College (CGCC). 
 
During her time at CGCC, Dr. Drummer has been an effective and highly engaged leader. I have had the pleasure of 
working closely with Carlee on a number of collaborative efforts with my own institution as part of what we refer to as the 
“C4.” C4 represents four community colleges in New York’s Capital Region that have elected to work together on initiatives 
that draw on the strengths of our individual institutions to provide greater opportunities to our communities. Throughout 
the last three years, I have had weekly conversations with Dr. Drummer and the other two participating presidents. These 
conversations have provided additional insight into Carlee’s character and her dedication to community colleges. 
 
Dr. Drummer’s experience in a variety of roles and institutions across the Midwest and Northeast serves her well as an 
advocate for community colleges and the students we serve. Carlee is able to draw on her experiences to inform her 
leadership. My observation has been that Dr. Drummer keeps an open mind and rather than rest on her past laurels, she 
continually scans external sources for best practices and new ideas. I am consistently impressed with her inquisitive mind 
and her thoughtful approach to issues. 

 
Carlee has a passion for higher education in general, and community colleges in particular. She is an enthusiastic 
participant in the New York Community College Association of Presidents meetings. I look forward to her contributions to 
our conversations and the value she provides. 
 
I support Dr. Drummer to serve on the Board of Directors of AACC without reservations. If you have any questions, I would 
be happy to discuss them with you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Gregory Truckenmiller, Ph.D. 
President  
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      December 22, 2022 

Dear Colleagues, 

It is with confidence and delight I recommend Dr. Carlee Drummer as a 
Director for the AACC Board. I have known Dr. Drummer since 2019 when 
she became President of Columbia-Greene Community College (CGCC) in 
upstate, rural New York. However, with shared service in the Illinois 
community college system and an even more shared heart for the students 
we serve, I feel like I know Carlee for well beyond a mere four years. I know 
the positive and timely contributions she can make at the national level. 

Having been an AACC Board Director myself, I appreciate the diversity of 
viewpoints, experience, ambition, and backgrounds it takes to represent the 
mosaic that is the community college sector. I also appreciate the delicate 
balance of humility and confidence it takes to effectively contribute at this 
level. Carlee Drummer balances all these traits.  

Dr. Drummer is an effective communicator who puts students and the 
community college mission first in every effort. She is transforming a rural 
New York community college into a modern gem in a time of severe financial 
and political strife. She secured a $1 million grant to expand a Building 
Construction Technology / Preservation Carpentry Program and she also 
won a much celebrated $305,000 grant to add Hybrid and Electric Vehicle 
Certification to CGCC’s Automotive Technology Program. As colleagues, we 
can appreciate Carlee having the guts to take on an overdue project to 
replace a 35-year old legacy UNIX system and introduce an Ellucian product 
to campus for the first time! These, plus much more, during a CGCC 
presidency conducted largely during COVID. 

Carlee Drummer quickly became one of my most trusted colleagues in the 
SUNY system. Despite her relatively short time with us in New York, her 
long and varied career brought wisdom, experience, informed innovation, 
and realistic optimism to every opportunity and conversation. I know she 
would bring the same to AACC at a pivotal time. I recommend her 
enthusiastically. 

Sincerely, 

Kristine M. Young 
President 
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