




 

 

November 14, 2022 

 

 

 

Dr. Angel M. Royal 

Committee on Directors and Membership Services 

American Association of Community Colleges 

1 DuPont Circle NW, Suite 700 

Washington, DC 20036 

 

Emailed to amroyal@aacc.nche.edu 

 

Dear Dr. Royal: 

 

It is again my privilege to submit a recommendation for a seat on the American Association of 

Community Colleges (AACC) Board on behalf of Dr. Michael Cioce, President of Rowan College at 

Burlington County (RCBC), in New Jersey.  I have known Dr. Cioce since his original appointment as 

interim president of RCBC and subsequently being named president in 2018.  Very few can appreciate the 

complex, difficult, and delicate situation he inherited as president.  His predecessor’s abrupt departure 

amid serious allegations and innuendo, created significant factions within the college; taxed Board 

relationships; and strained relationships with County Freeholders (now Commissioners).  President Cioce 

restored credibility, integrity and stability to RCBC.     

 

RCBC has a unique alliance with Rowan University.  In this relationship, he has worked to ensure that the 

former Burlington County College retains its identity and autonomy while allied with Rowan University.  

He and the faculty have worked to establish the articulations necessary to solidify the Rowan relationship.  

RCBC was the first to field the 3 + 1 program allowing students to pursue a third year of study in select 

programs on the RCBC campus at county college tuition rates.  Dr. Cioce has been leading this initiative 

since its inception.   

 

Rowan College at Burlington County has endured severe financial hardships for several years.  Contrary 

to perception, Rowan University does not subsidize RCBC.  A dearth of funds from County and State 

government unfairly victimized RCBC.  In spite of fiscal challenges, President Cioce has maintained and 

improved the College’s academic program.      

 

President Cioce has been the leader among his peers as demonstrated by his active role assisting the New 

Jersey Council of County Colleges’ presidents revamp our state funding model.  He had the unenviable 

task of serving as spokesperson/advocate for the committee to change the formula.  Amazingly, he gained 

unanimous support for this shift to a new formula.  Truly a feat.   

 

Dr. Cioce is a man of quality, integrity, and political acumen who will be an outstanding asset to the 

AACC Board.  If you have any questions you would like to raise with me, please reach out.   

 

Sincerely, 

 
Michael R. Gorman, Ed.D. 

President 
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