
 
 

 

 

 

 

24 November 2020 

AACC Committee on Directors and Membership Services 

c/o Dr. Angel M. Royal 

1 Dupont Circle NW, Ste 700 

Washington, DC 20036 

 

Dear Committee: 

Please accept this letter as evidence of my strong support for Dr. Michael Baston’s election 

to the AACC Board of Directors.  Dr. Baston has done an exemplary job as President of 
Rockland Community College, where he has served in this role since 2017.   

Dr. Baston is a proven national leader on student success initiatives.  It is in this capacity 

that I first worked with him through the Ohio Association of Community College’s Student 

Success Leadership Institute.  Dr. Baston presented an innovative workshop entitled, “Is 

Your College Student-Ready?”, which still impacts Clark State’s culture of student success to 

this day.  Additionally, I have served with Dr. Baston on the AACC Commission of 

Institutional Infrastructure and Transformation, and his contributions to the Commission 

are far-reaching and visionary, particularly in his unrelenting focus on workforce 

development and equity of opportunity and outcomes.   

Dr. Baston’s distinguished leadership and involvement in community college advancement 

makes him an ideal candidate for the AACC Board of Directors.  His championing of 

workforce training at Rockland has led to $30 million in grants and capital resources, and 

his work with organizations such as Jobs for the Future and the Center for Community 

College Student Engagement demonstrate his commitment to listening and engaging with 

student voices as our sector continues to transform to serve educational needs. 

Dr. Baston would be an excellent addition to the AACC Board of Directors.  I strongly 
encourage each President to vote for Dr. Michael Baston. Thank you.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Jo Alice Blondin, Ph.D. 

President 



 
Office of the President 
Dr. Kristine D. Duffy, President  518.743.2237 

    

 
 
November 23, 2020 
 
 
AACC Committee on Directors and Membership Services  
c/o Dr. Angel M. Royal 
1 Dupont Circle NW, Ste 700 
Washington, DC 20036 
 
Dear Dr. Royal, 
 
I am writing to recommend Dr. Michael Baston, President of SUNY Rockland Community College, 
for selection as a 2021 AACC Director in the institutional member category. I have had the privilege 
of working closely with Dr. Baston since the beginning of his presidency and believe he will be an 
outstanding representative and advocate for the important work of the American Association of 
Community Colleges.  
 
Michael’s impressive resume depicts his considerable dedication to the mission of a community 
college. His keen focus on inclusive excellence, student success initiatives that reach ALL students, 
and drive towards equity is sorely needed in a time of national soul searching and a reckoning with 
the facts that many of our low income and students of color are disproportionately being shut out 
of the economic and social mobility we’ve come to expect from higher education. 
 
During these unprecedented times, Michael has been a thought-provoking leader, agent of change 
and has oftentimes generated ideas that led to real action for the SUNY community college sector. 
He is unapologetic about the need for less talk and real action. I can assure you the AACC Board of 
Directors will be strengthened by his membership. 
 
Michael represents our higher education sector well, and his varied positions to date, success at 
SUNY Rockland, and steadfast commitment to equity and inclusion are only matched by his 
commonsense approach and good sense of humor, qualities we share and appreciate. In my eight 
years as a President in the SUNY community college system, and second year as the President of 
the NY Community College Association of Presidents, I unequivocally offer my strongest 
endorsement for Michael’s leadership, capacity to energize and motivate others, and deep passion 
and commitment to do the right thing for our students. He will be an informed, passionate and 
engaged member of the AACC Board of Directors.  
 
Please contact me with any questions at duffyk@sunyacc.edu. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Kristine D Duffy, Ed.D. 
President 

mailto:duffyk@sunyacc.edu
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Nov. 23, 2020 
 
Angel Royal. Ph.D. 
Chief of Staff 
American Association of Community Colleges 
One DuPont Circle, Suite 700 
Washington, D.C. 20036-1176 
 
Greetings, Dr. Royal. 
 
I proudly nominate Michael A. Baston, Ed.D., president of Rockland Community College (RCC), 
for consideration to become an American Association of Community Colleges board member. Being 
a national thought leader in student success and leading diversity, equity and inclusion efforts, he 
would be an engaged director whose contributions would be valued and appreciated as the board 
grapples with national issues.   
 
Dr. Baston has been president of RCC since 2017 after serving in various progressive senior roles at 
LaGuardia Community College (NY) previously. Prior to his successful career in higher education, 
he was a public interest lawyer. His leadership positions and professional affiliations along the way 
with a variety of educational organizations such as Jobs for the Future, Excelencia in Education and 
American Association of Colleges and Universities have influenced his leadership philosophy at the 
local, regional and national perspective.  
 
As an active member on the Commission on Institutional Infrastructure and Transformation, I know 
firsthand how hard he works to create an environment that supports diversity in thought and 
innovation. During his engagement on this Commission, it is obvious why he is sought after as 
community thought leader and author.  His reflections are always informed and easy to assimilate 
into proposed, future-facing actions.     
 
Wholeheartedly and without hesitation, I strongly recommend Dr. Baston to you as a capable, 
committed and focused professional who would contribute strongly to the work of the board of 
directors. If you have any further questions about this community college legend, please contact me 
at 717-731-2337. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
John J. “Ski” Sygielski 
President 
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December 7, 2020 
 
AACC Committee on Directors and Membership Services 
c/o Dr. Angel M. Royal 
1 Dupont Circle NW, Ste 700  
Washington, DC 20036 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
It feels like Dr. Michael Baston is a man who needs no introduction or papers of 
reference. I’ve known Michael since 2017 when he became my “neighbor” as he 
arrived to give leadership to Rockland Community College (SUNY Rockland) as 
its 7th president. I’m not normally a hugger, but in his first hug upon meeting me, I 
felt an uncommon energy and enthusiasm radiating from the new president. I 
suspected a genuine force for students had just landed in the county to my south. 
I was correct. 
 
I am positive others will reference and countersign Michael’s important national 
contributions to the conversations and initiatives of our day ranging from Guided 
Pathways to inclusive excellence. What I can attest to is that Michael’s energy and 
commitment is as genuine and reliable on the small scale as it is on the national 
level. Michael has extended assistance to me and SUNY Orange, time and time 
again, as our region navigates unusual COVID-19 challenges. Statewide, Michael 
has countless times shared his special expertise and connections so that the larger 
group of New York community college presidents could benefit. Memorably, when 
I’ve been on SUNY Rockland’s campus, I’ve seen Michael’s already electric smile 
go into the stratosphere when he interacts with a student. That’s the mark of a 
president in the game for the right reasons, and unfortunately, that kind of merit 
doesn’t easily pop off our C.Vs. While Michael may be “known” for coaching and 
lecturing at the national level, at the end of the day, I bet his students “know” him 
because he believes in them as individuals.  
 
I am certain Dr. Michael Baston will bring an unforgettable energy to the AACC 
Board if elected. More importantly, he would see to it that his energy would 
translate to a focus on students. He would ask all of us the right questions about 
leveraging resources to form a coherent student success strategy to promote 
student equity and attainment. Now is the right time for Michael Baston to serve 
with distinction on the AACC Board of Directors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Kristine M. Young   
President 
 

mailto:president@sunyorange.edu

