
 
 

 
 

 
 
December 9, 2019 
 
AACC Committee on Directors and Membership Services  
c/o Dr. Angel M. Royal 
1 Dupont Circle NW, Ste 700, Washington, DC 20036  
 
 
Members of the Committee on Directors and Membership Services: 
 
As President of the National Asian Pacific Islander Council (NAPIC), an affiliate council of 
AACC, I am pleased to support the nomination of Zarina Blankenbaker to the AACC Board of 
Directors.  Dr.  Blankenbaker has served NAPIC as its president in our formative years and was 
largely responsible to helping organize and shape its membership and organization.  In that 
capacity, she also represented NAPIC on the Commission on Diversity, Inclusion and Equity 
and participated in the Committee for Affiliate Councils.   
 
Although she is relatively a new president, Dr. Blankenbaker has had extensive experience and 
knowledge in community college leadership. While she was the Vice President of Learning at 
Richland College in Richardson, Texas, she was instrumental in the college receiving an Asian 
American Native American Pacific Islander (AANAPISI) grant.  The grant has not only supported 
Richland large number of Asian and Pacific Islander student population, but it has allowed the 
college to organize a yearly professional development and information sharing national 
convening for Minority-Serving Institutions.   
 
In her leadership journey, Zarina received two very prestigious leadership awards, the American 
Council on Education (ACE) and the Aspen Institute Fellow. Dr. Blankenbaker not only is 
committed to professional development, working in diverse organizations and communicating 
with diverse groups of people, but also has a vast network of colleagues across the country, 
with whom she can connect on new agendas and dynamics for community college leadership.  
 
Dr. Zarina Blankenbaker represents a new generation of community college leadership.  She 
would be a tremendous and diligent asset and trustworthy and enthusiastic contributor as a 
member of the AACC Board of Directors.  Being a member of the AACC Board of Directors 
would extend her leadership journey.   I highly recommend her candidacy.  Please feel free to 
contact me if you have any further questions. 
 
Sincerely 
 

 
Lee Lambert, Chancellor 
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December 13, 2019 
 
AACC Committee on Directors and Membership Services 
C/O Dr. Angel M. Royal 
1 Dupont Circle NW, Ste. 700 
Washington, DC 20036 
 
 
Dear AACC Board Committee on Directors and Membership Services: 
 
It is with great pleasure that I write to provide my full support for Dr. Zarina Blankenbaker, 
President of Tarrant County College Northwest Campus, as a candidate for election to the 
2020 AACC Board of Directors in the Affiliated Council Representative Category. 
 
I work closely with Dr. Blankenbaker as a colleague at Tarrant County College on many 
levels and I can wholeheartedly attest to her commitment to the mission of community 
colleges.  She is a fierce champion of student success, an ardent advocate for teaching and 
learning, and a staunch supporter of faculty and their development.  
 
The combination of Dr. Blankenbaker’s strategic leadership, her ability to articulate and 
communicate across sectors, as well as her keen understanding of the 21st Century student 
and contemporary issues in higher education will undoubtedly serve the AACC Board of 
Directors well. I know she will be a valued asset to AACC and our professional community 
in this role. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Peter Grant Jordan, Ed.D. 
President 
 
Tarrant County College – South Campus 
5301 Campus Drive, SACT 1104A 
Fort Worth, TX 76119 
(817) 515-4501 

 






