


Office of the President I Dr. Ken Atwater 

December 17, 2018 

Dr. Angel Royal 

Chief of Staff 

American Association of Community Colleges 

One Dupont Circle, NW 

Suite 410 

Washington, DC 20036 

Dear Ms. Royal, 

I am pleased to submit this letter of support for Dr. Brent Knight. I have known Dr. 

Knight for twenty-five years. I have the utmost confidence in his abilities to serve on the 

board of directors for the American Association of Community Colleges. 

Thank you for your consideration of Dr. Knight's position on the AACC board of directors 

that I wholeheartedly support. Please contact me at (602) 717.3335, if I can provide any 

additional details. 

Sincerely, 

t#� 
Ken Atwater, Ph.D. 

Hillsborough Community College 

39 Columbia Drive, Tampa, FL 33606-3584 I 813.253.7050 I 813.253.7183 fax I hccfl.edu 
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December 13, 2018 
 
American Association of Community Colleges 
Attn: Board Committee on Directors and Membership Services 
c/o Dr. Angel M. Royal 
One Dupont Circle, NW, Suite 700 
Washington, DC  20036 
 
Attn: Board Committee on Directors  
 
I am writing this letter in support of the appointment of Dr. Brent Knight, President of 
Lansing Community College, to the Board of Directors for the American Association of 
Community College. 
 
I have known Dr. Knight for many years. He has decades of experience in higher 
education – starting first in 1976 as one of the youngest college presidents in the nation. 
He is my colleague in Michigan having been the President of Lansing Community 
College since 2008.  As President, he has focused on industry partnerships through 
successful course programming designed to meet current workforce demands both 
locally and nationally.  He has invested in community involvement through his work as 
chairman of the Board of Frederik Meijer Gardens. 
 
Brent is both a thoughtful and innovative leader. He has transformed Lansing 
Community College in terms of curriculum, programming, technology, facility and 
student success. He is an important community college leader in the nation. 

 
I recommend Dr. Knight to the AACC Board of Directors without reservation. Should you 
have any further questions or concerns, please do not hesitate contacting me at (517) 
787-0807 or phelandanielj@jccmi.edu.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Daniel J. Phelan, Ph.D. 
President 
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December 17, 2018 
 
 
 
Letter of Support for AACC Board of Directors – Dr. Brent Knight 
 
Dear Colleague Presidents, 
 
I write in support of Lansing Community College President Dr. Brent Knight’s nomination to the AACC Board 
of Directors. Dr. Knight’s lifelong commitment to community colleges is profound. He has served as 
president of four colleges, the first at the tender age of 29. At each institution, he brought his unique 
enthusiasm and desire to ensure that the colleges were accessible and student-centered. 
 
Dr. Knight, through the years, has brought innovation in student services, facilities, new programs and 
student success to each college he has led. He has spread the mission of the “People’s College” throughout 
his work. There is no aspect of community college leadership and management with which he is not 
thoroughly familiar and usually expert. 
 
One area of Dr. Knight’s expertise that may not be readily evident is his deep commitment to developing 
new leaders. His contributions to our collective sustainability are reflected in his developing and launching 
several community college presidents. His mentoring skills align with one of AACC’s significant initiatives in 
identifying and fostering new leaders and he will be able to contribute significantly to this work. 
 
Dr. Knight’s passion for our work makes him an ideal candidate for the AACC Board of Directors. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Stephanie Shanblatt, Ph.D. 
President 
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