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December 17, 2018 
 
Letter of Support for AACC Board of Directors – Dr. Joy Gates Black 
 
Dear Colleague Presidents, 
 
It is an honor to write in support of Dr. Joy Gates Black’s nomination to become a member of the AACC Board of 
Directors. In her time at Delaware County Community College in southeastern Pennsylvania, Dr. Gates Black has 
brought a new energy and focus to the college. She has all the qualities we would want in someone representing us 
on this Board. She is thoughtful, engaged, diligent, creative and hardworking. 
 
Dr. Gates Black has demonstrated a commitment to student success, access and equity throughout her career. She 
currently serves on the AACC Commission on Student Success and has implemented several initiatives at Delaware 
County Community College that advance our vital agenda in this arena. 
 
Her leadership is evident both within her college and throughout the community. She is engaged with local business 
and industry partners, with our regional universities to provide better pathways and with community partners, 
including many K-12 districts. 
 

Joy is deeply committed to the AACC agenda including implementing many of AACC’s 21st Century 
Initiatives. During her tenure as Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs and Student Success at Tarrant County 
College in Texas, she led many new initiatives, including several that focused on equity, success and 
retention. Her experience with TRIO Programs, the Men of Color Mentoring Program and the Title III 
Strengthening Institutions Grant are but a few examples of her commitment to our collective mission. 
 
As a fellow president and Chair of the Pennsylvania Commission of Community Colleges, I appreciate Dr. 
Gates Black’s thoughtful engagement with her presidential colleagues. She will be a strong advocate on the 
AACC Board of Directors. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Stephanie Shanblatt, Ph.D. 
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