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“Numbers have an important story to 

tell.  They rely on you to give them 

a clear and convincing voice”

-Stephen Few, founder 

Perceptual edge



Overview

 Field Notes – an AACC / ACT collaboration

 Identifying a service area

 What potential students are in the service area

 Voluntary Framework of Accountability (VFA)

 What happened to my incoming students?

 The value of Leading Indicators



Field Notes



Collaborative Effort

 Provided to every community college

 Second round of Field notes

 Based on ACT product, with input and modifications based on 

AACC recommendations

 1st round based on congressional district

 2nd round attempt to define service area
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Measuring 

Community College 

Student Outcomes















Early support for value of leading 

indicators for predicting success

Correlation between VFA Colleges for Select Early Indicators and Select 

Six-Year Outcomes: 2011 Main Cohort

Six Year Outcome

Earned 6 

Credits Term 

One

Earned 15 

Credits Year 

One

Reached 

Credit 

Threshold

Completed 

College 

English

Completed 

College 

Math

Persistence/Completion Rate 0.518 ** 0.532 ** 0.575 ** 0.453 ** 0.437 **

Credential Completion Rate 0.549 ** 0.639 ** 0.777 ** 0.378 ** 0.531 **

Transfer Rate (with or without 

credential) 0.211 ** 0.193 * 0.207 ** 0.305 ** 0.142
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