
BIG SANDY COMMUNITY & 
TECHNICAL COLLEGE



Big Sandy Community and Technical College 
(BSCTC) is a public, comprehensive open 
admissions community college in the Kentucky 
Community and Technical College System 
(KCTCS). BSCTC was created through the 
consolidation of Mayo Technical College and 
Prestonsburg Community College in 2003 by 
action of the KCTCS Board of Regents. In 
January 2004, the Commission on Colleges of 
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools 
approved the consolidation of the two 
colleges. The reaffirmation of accreditation 
occurred in 2008.

HISTORY



SERVICE-AREA



COMMUNITY CHALLENGES

• Poverty rate:  Approximately 1 in 4 are living in poverty

• Median household income:  $31,761 compared to $43,740 
(KY) or $53,889 (US)

• Educational attainment of working adults (25-64)

• Statewide 45% of population has a postsecondary 
credential; in this region only 38%

• Statewide 16% of the population has not yet earned a high 
school diploma or equivalent; in this region it’s 26%

• Opioid Epidemic is among the worst in the nation



STUDENT DATA



WORKFORCE DATA



RELATIONSHIP WITH K-12

• Early College Academy

• Dual Credit

• Dual Enrollment

• Other 



Superintendent David Gibson

PAINTSVILLE INDEPENDENT 
SCHOOLS





PAINTSVILLE 
INDEPENDENT

SCHOOLS 
• District of Distinction

• Top 20 Schools System 

• 120 years of Excellence

• 100% College Acceptance Rate

• High Expectations

• Traditional Pre-College Pathways

• Student Demographics rapidly changing



SUPERINTENDENT GIBSON

• Life-long resident of Eastern KY Coal Fields



SUPERINTENDENT GIBSON

• Graduated from Magoffin County High School and 
Morehead State University

• Teacher at my hometown school, married my high school 
sweetheart, and have two wonderful sons

• Became Director of Student Services and Facility Director in 
2006



SUPERINTENDENT GIBSON

• 2012 Magoffin County tornado disaster



SUPERINTENDENT GIBSON

• 2015 Breathitt County Superintendent



SUPERINTENDENT GIBSON

• 2017 Paintsville Independent Superintendent



ENTREPRENEURIAL VISION

• 2000 visit to Louisville Male magnet school

• High school instructional model has not changed in over 100 years

• College Degree Myth https://www.cnbc.com/2014/11/05/can-your-college-
major-guarantee-a-job.html

• Dirty Jobs http://www.discovery.com/tv-shows/dirty-jobs/about-this-
show/dirty-jobs-about/

• Poverty https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/2016/comm/cb16-
158_poverty_map.html

• Perceptions and Stereotypes

• Drug Epidemic

• Decline of Coal http://www.visualcapitalist.com/decline-of-coal-three-charts/

• HOPE

https://www.cnbc.com/2014/11/05/can-your-college-major-guarantee-a-job.html
http://www.discovery.com/tv-shows/dirty-jobs/about-this-show/dirty-jobs-about/
https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/2016/comm/cb16-158_poverty_map.html
http://www.visualcapitalist.com/decline-of-coal-three-charts/




PAINTSVILLE INDEPENDENT 
SCHOOLS FUTURE

• Continue Traditions of Excellence

• Continue Strong Pre-College Pathways

• Develop new industry pathways https://bigsandy.kctcs.edu/

• Develop Entrepreneurial Academy 
https://www.juniorachievement.org/web/ja-bluegrass

• Develop Appalachian Graphic Design Fellowship (Remote Work) 
http://www.theholler.org/firecast-episode-7-paintsville-independent/

• Change perceptions

• Impact Economic Development

• Build job force for industry https://www.haascnc.com/index.html

• Create HOPE

https://bigsandy.kctcs.edu/
https://www.juniorachievement.org/web/ja-bluegrass
http://www.theholler.org/firecast-episode-7-paintsville-independent/
https://www.haascnc.com/index.html









