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Pathway to What?
Two places community college 
students go:

Workforce
• Job with family 

sustaining wages

Transfer
• Bachelor’s degree 

and employment
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Unemployment and earnings by 
educational attainment
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Salaries Vary Dramatically by Program

From Mark Schneider, Higher Education Pays…But a Lot More for Some Graduates Than for Others. College 
Measures, Sept. 2013. http://www.air.org/sites/default/files/Higher_Education_Pays_Sep_13.pdf
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The vast majority of students who 
enroll in a community college plan to 
one day earn a bachelor’s degree.

Most never make it.

Copyright © 2016 Public Agenda, Community College Research Center, The Aspen Institute
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Importance of Transfer Pathways

1) Most students want bachelor’s degrees

2) Many good jobs now require bachelor’s 
degrees

3) Transfer oriented general education degrees 
have little value in the labor market
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Responses

1) Redesign the content transfer oriented 
degrees to meet labor market needs

2) Strengthen transfer pathways
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1) Transfer paths unclear

2) Inadequate advising and planning

3) Lack of early momentum

4) Students make progress, don’t transfer

5) Credit loss

Barriers to Transfer Success
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Providing Information on Average 
Earnings is not Adequate

• Different probabilities of completion

• Different trajectories of earnings growth

• Different probabilities of employment

• Employment conditions change
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Implications

• Strengthen transfer pathways

• Design program content to create intermediate 
credentials with labor market value

• Design program content to create flexibility

• Provide information but information does not use 
itself
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Please visit us on the web at 

http://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu

where you can download presentations, reports, 
and briefs, and sign-up for news announcements. 
We’re also on Facebook and Twitter. 

Community College Research Center 
Teachers College, Columbia University 
525 West 120th Street, Box 174, New York, NY 10027 
E-mail: ccrc@columbia.edu Telephone: 212.678.3091

For more information 
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